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SUSAN KADRAY
ROYAL LEPAGE =
“ Representative m‘"&ﬂ'ﬂl‘;ﬂ oy A&RS '-"; e
= W
R e W mﬁH’E&ﬁﬂ;ﬁm Mon-Fri 9-7, Sat. 10-3
Cell: (519)615-1381 B e Free Delivary
(519) (519)668-7551 FLU SHOT AVAILABLE
Fax :(519)672-5145 1-280 Adelaide st. 8 it
Bus :(519)672-9880 i : 1464 Adelaide St N.
,-e Emall.:susankadray@royallepage.ca ld}lli;;g. ON ‘-‘Fﬂdg; London, OM NSX 1K4
. s & agents.royallepage.ca/susan kadray N Ll T O ETI C Tel: 519-858-3101
9 Gt
- *
Certified Mec i
S % madam tlres == ey ™Merit Group
e Hlignment INSURANCE & FINANCIAL SERVICES
@I? MI cars REparr&Ahgnment Rl bl fRED MOTOR Moe Faragalla |
(519) 668-7551 Auto Repair - Safety Inspection T 519.657.5500

mﬂ. AMIN BAKHIT = Jsal
www.madanitires.ca

280 Adeliade St. South, London, ON N5Z 3L1

GARAGE DOORS

Sales - Service - In';!lﬂllalinn
a ﬁ'.-'l_."‘_—_n_

e deng &

BTT-B0-DOORS {..-E-Bi""']
H.r‘-'l =14

Free Estimate

118 Pine Valley Rivil., London, (% N6k 1W0
A\ Waonderlamd Had. Swuih)

TF 877.463.5500

moe. faragalla@@meritgroup.ca
https:/fwww. meritgroup.cal

759 Hyde Park Road % London, Ontario & MNEH 352

Ahmed Zammar

MEUNANCE Mign MA

HOME * AUTO

www.oraclerms.com
azammar@oraclerms.com

ORACLE (D RMS

MOE ZEBIAN

* COMMERCIAL

226.781.1124
moe.zebian@oraclerms.com

Dana Alakhras g ¥ Gk

Sales Representative

Sl ol e Syl sl

{A Lanider) (B Lander} { Private Lander]

Cell: (647)898-2488
Office: (519)438-5478

Dana Alakhras Realtor
[@ RealEstate_WithDana

J) adge e s
ALBILAD.NET

P 3y o Sl (52
(519) 777-1391

Sunningdale GuAardican

UPTOWN PHARMACY
WALK-IN FAMILY CLINIC

Pharmacy 519 850 5454
Clinic:- 519-850-7117

www.uptownguardian.com

4-2175 Richmond St., London, ON N6G 3V9




August 2025 (<) s i Issue 281 22

INJURED?

ACCIDENTS&WORK INJURIES

Hands on

HEALTH Q138N

Centre

OUR SERVICES

 NECK PAIN

 SHOULDER PAIN

 LOW BACK PAIN

 ARM PAIN

e ANKLE PAIN

 HEADACHE

* TINGLING

 STIFFNESS

 FATIGUE

 ALL PAIN
MANAGMENT

WHY CHOOSE US?

* Direct Billing

Motor Vehicle Accidents

WSIB Work Related Injuries
Sports Injuries

Pre and post operative procedures
Concussion Managment |
Extended evening & weekend hours
Treatment with modern methods

Contact Us
519.645.4963

SIX LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU IN
LONDON, MISSISSAUGA, WINDSOR AND BRANTFORD
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" TEL: 519-672-1086
CELL: 51 9-694-3185
- EMAIL: owatad@watadla
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N OSAMA WATAD

Barrister, Solicitor and Notary Public

495 Richmond St. Suite 840 London, Ont. N6A 549
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'SUNRIDGE DENTAL

Dr.WasanTaki D.D.S.,B.D.S.

General Family Dentistry

8.3 gl | Atld gt} B > N D1 d> | @
Z Mall Sl po ADLSa) syl Salie o
PR Y ] M. - §, V5,
O ]| ) s il AL 2t ot el
Z ) el (2 JLalod (yeh) i a2 ®

Tel: 519-649-7773 e urears

TALA DENTAL =S

WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS

COMPLETE -
FAMILY CARE -'

* Root Canals

(3191 BE0 -

* White Fillings

* Crowns, Bridges i (5 9)64443

* Wisdom Teeth TALADENTAL.CA
* Dentures 89 Wharncliffe Rd N, London, ON N6H

SUNWAY DENTAL

WELCOME TO OUR CLINIC IN MISSISSAUGA

OUR SERVICES | 1 R T——

* Orthodontics “ = 2 4 Advanced Medical Equipment

* Restorations | New Patients Welcome

* Preventive Care - 7 First Consultation
* Teeth Whitening ‘*- '

905-569-7773

* 3015 Winston Churchill Blvd. Mississauga, ON. L5L 2V8 *
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FOR INFO CALL MOHAMED ZEBIAN “AwbeoW!) wadiol! o tuw it i guid

51 9- 668’-4002

Al Suusel| gl ¢ 150 WSS
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ALL KINDS OF NEW AND USED TIRES FOR
INFO CALL AHMED AHMED ZEBIAN

WWW.MAPLEAUTO.CA

Buy, Sell, Trade all kinds of used cars

Prices that suit all budgets 51 9'668'4000

Financing all credits
1205 Wharncliffe Rd. London, ON NGL 1J9
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9Ll ol 27193 3gde clyaY yas pag Jomene

Ziyad Rashid Ali

Is registered as a person authorized to

solemnize marriage in the Province of Ontario
Egyptian Community Centre of Ontario

Reg. No. 71424 S| 0y

Issued 16/10/2019 R
Deputy Registrar General o oy - . o
alad) Jaesal) il ekl | o8 |+ chuteied | el | = Bl | &y Sh &
e anctia 52 Arrectt rvi ntari . - .
519-777-1391 e 3k = Jhad¥! (2 5 A 2 (eI

BAKER ol (> Joall il paladl

Professional Corporation ‘_.33).2." ..'\:)..\:.5 HA SAN BAKER
LAWYER AND NOTARY PUBLIC
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Email: hbaker@hblawfirm.ca " TEL: 905-290-7455 FAX: 905-452-3563
30 Eglinton Ave. W, Mississauga, Ontario, LS5R 3E7 Suite # 400
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Western

Course Provider

® 25 hrs. of In-Class Sessions

® 10 hrs. of In-Car Lessons

® G1 & G2 Road Test Preparation
® City & Freeway Driving

519)471-3187

Driving Academy

Ministry-Approved Beginner Driver Education
Road Safety

Education

785 Wonderiand Rd. South. London, ON N6K 1M6
www.westerndrivingacademy.com

s
e
Office Hours:
Mon-Fri 9am-5pm

Through
Ayman Khattar
President
Proud Supporter
of Our Community
For Over 20 Years

Qe G 3 5 Blaias 45935 dozrys
(929! 3§ inezr Al dumesr (o Calies earie)

Ontario (ATIO) htt

SALEH ALATHAMENA

Certified Translator AR>EN, EN>AR

(by the Association of Translators and Interpreters of
s://atio.on.ca

aupress/profile/5706/view,

39 Ranchwood Crescent, London, ON, N6G 3A1
Phone (519) 701-2756 or (519) 702-6456 E-mail alathamena@rogers.com
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'dentalclinic

YOUR CHILD'S DENTAL HEALTH
C O IRTOP PRIORITY
e Wil B § Sl ¥ P N8 e B

OUR SERVICES
@ Implants & Surgical Extractions.

Laser Gum Treatment.

N

® Lumineers - Veneers. Porcelain Crowns. B Y

@ Snap-On Smile. Root Canal - Fillings.

4 - !
.’i‘p—\ 115

= .'{!'I

O 000

@ Ortho - Invisalign.

Professional Teeth Whitening.

We warmly welcome new patients

Q
DR. SOMAYA EID

519.667.0777 (BDS, DDS, MSc)

& Associates

reception@eiddentalclinic.ca
www.eiddentalclinic.ca
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(Cedar Auto

Buy, Sell, Trade all kinds of used cars
Prices that suit all budgets
Financing all credits

= B v e

i et | bt 9| p MM TEL?
For info call owner Kamal Ahmed Zebian or sales associate Hussein Aldahwi

2170 Wharncliffe Rd S. London, ON NGP 1P8 www.cedarauto.ca
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Dr. Kathy Watad
Author.Ph.D. Education
Certified Life Coach (CCF)

Coaching & Educational Consulting
Services .CECS
London, ON

@ dr.kathywkh@gmail.com

(519) 694-3186

& www.drkathy.ca

Jashall L daaladll
Apad Sl syl o) 6l8
Rasha El-Tawil, Partner
Personal Injury Law

rasha@siskinds.com
519.660.7712

Aol 3 Ll Je Jpanll L o) bl

&a\_».uj'sﬁja‘;i__i..a‘g Pja.nﬁ 15]2:1.‘11_1..9
Contact Rasha for a free initial consultation
if you have been seriously injured.

Rasha El-Tawil is an experienced personal injury lawyer
with a reputation for strong advocacy, compassion and
results. Fluent in Arabic, Rasha can provide legal services
in both Arabic and English. As part of a large team of
lawyers and staff who are dedicated to personal injury law,
Rasha can provide the knowledge, care and compensation
you deserve.

With over 90 lawyers who work in an extensive range of
practice areas, Rasha can help you get the legal services
you need for your business and your personal life, all within
one firm: Siskinds LLP.

SISKINDS | The law firm

siskinds.com/rasha
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What is Shariah-Compliant
or Halal Investing ?

Shariah represents a collection of Islamic laws that regulate various
aspects of daily life for Muslims, extending beyond religious practices.

It offers fundamental principles and standards for significant life
choices, such as financial and investment matters.

Halal, synonymous with Shariah compliance, mandates that "Halal
Investing" aligns with Islamic principles concerning finances and
investments.

Invest with peace of mind

The Mackenzie Shariah Global Equity Fund is managed in partnership
with Ratings Intelligence, an independent shariah advisory board of
globally recognized Islamic scholars. The board provides shariah
compliance certification (fatwa) as well as semi-annual audits of the
fund to help ensure holdings remain compliant with shariah principles.

The fund’s portfolio management team uses the Dow Jones Islamic
Market World Index as the investible universe of pre-approved shariah-
compliant stocks. As the starting point, the index already excludes
companies that are prohibited Ewaram}, as defined by Ratings
Intelligence, and is subject to regular audits as well.

On an annual basis, Mackenzie calculates and provides the fund’s
;%urifut:jatéun ratio so investors can choose to make a charitable donation
if needed.

of B W B E ®

Alcaohol

Pork
industry

Tobacco Interest-bearing Gambling

finance

Weapons
and defence

Disclaimer

Mackenzie Shariah
Compliant Mutual Fund

Everyone deserves to be invested
in what matters to them

Sponsored in Part by Mackenzie Investments

o

HALAL

) INVESTMENT ?

We've Got You Covered!

MACKENZIE

Investments

QUADRUS

Queadrus Investment Services Lid

What is dividend purification?

Dividend purification is the process of purging any income
a company makes from sources that are not Shariah-
Compliant, or "Impure", such as any non-permissible
business activities or interest income.

This non-permissible revenue must be less than 5% of a
company's total revenue for the investor through donation
to a charity or other worthy cause.

In a Shariah-Compliant fund, the purification ratio for
dividend income is calculated by removing the portion of
dividends that is generated from non-shariah compliant
sources, such as interest income or income from .

On an annual basis, Mackenzie Investments will publish
the purification ratio information on the Mackenzie
website, so investors can make informed decisions about
any purifying donations they may wish to make.

Why invest in this fund?

Shariah-compliant investing certified to
be aligned with your beliefs

2 Active management in identifying high-
quality, undervalued companies with
strong growth potential

3 Focused on fundamentals with a highly
experienced team coupled with a
disciplined, risk-aware investment
approach

Commissions, trailing commissions, management fees and expenses may all be associated with mutual fund investments. Mutual funds are not
guaranteed, their values change frequently and past performance may not be repeated. Paid for in part by Mackenzie Investments.

Contact Information:

Tarek Soufan CIM® © (519)850-4979

Investment Representative

M (519) 495-0623

© 225 - 339 Wellington Road
London, ON, N6C 529

info@tareksoufan.ca BE INVES+ED
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Pond Mills Medical NN

2 PHARMACY £_&s

_IIIOHI:
* Make Pond Mills Medical Pharmacy your
neigbourhood pharmacy.

LY 2

g

* Come speak to Pharmacists Mike and Paul,
then see the extensive selection of vitamins
and herbal products at low prices.

* The Staff are friendly, caring and respectful oty it § 8 it i bl s
of your needs and health concerns. y e

ot ol g P i 5
i 19 b (o i
PRl PYRY () P
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=S| PO W Y] WY RO,
Al inign ) gl

bwirs 10O

wirs 1007
i webber nat
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EXTRA STRENGTH
%
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i T
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. [l
webber naturals |
i "t_.'."';‘ = i ﬁl}

; FAST, 24 HOU
wediber matural . RELIEF OF:
L

B4

Loime clgdl g il ol Alially Slisalidl e D Wil 19801 ) o okt

Monday-Friday: _9:00 a.m.- 7 p.m. 519-649-1414

- ——

Saturday: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

SUNAAY: wevvennennssmnssssssssssens CLOSED. FAX: 519-649-5079

TOLL FREE:1-855-649-1414

1166 Commissioners Road E. Unit 8, Near Deveron
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WALK-IN CLINICS GROUP

ALL AROUND LONDON NEIGHBOURHOODS
S e 190 M DAL AS s
- O Gobie a2 (2

Phillbrook Walk-in Clinic “PHILLBROOK %

105-1599 Adelaide St. N. London, ON N5X 4E8 P H ARM ACY
519-433-2891 & CLINIC

Northland Walk-in Clinic

112-1251 Huron St., London, ON N5Y 4V1

519-204-2444

NORTHIAND PHARMACY

& CLINIC

Riverbend Walk-in Clinic

2-1866 Oxford St. W. London ON N6K 0J8 & RIVERBEND @
519-657-1919

PHARMACY & CLINIC

Proudfoot Walk-in Clinic

@ P RO U D F 0 OT : 4-524 Oxford St. W. London, ON N6H 1T5

PHARMAGY:=& CLINIC T——

Wilkins Walk-in Clinic — 3ikiys Pharmacy & Clinic g
5-699 Wilkins St. London, ON N6C 5C8 | X e

(226) 665-2616 Wl | RRELE SR
HYDE PARK CARE Hyde Park Walk-in Clinic

B AN 28 % WANC@ @ 2-1109 Hyde Park Rd. London, ON N6H 5K6
& CLINIC Il 519-474-0996
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@) CDS PHAMACY

ONE STOP SHOP FOR ALL PRESCRIPTIONS

OUR SERVICES

Compounding }_—5 4993 ekl o

—

O Wl qaeles el >

% Prescription Transfer .

% Vaccination Service 3.09 ﬁ ‘ w‘ QM

% Minor Ailment Prescription

% Special CareForDiabetI;c needs Phone: 519-472-2345

% Free bubble Packaging Fax: 519-472-2399

% Blood Pressure Testing BUSINESS HOURS

* Senior Discount Mon. — Fri:-........... 9am-6pm

* Free Delivery — Lilzaglglll Juwogi | SAZeceueueununuencncce. am-2pm

N 2 Closed

Email: cdspharmacy.wonderland@gmail.com (o e

1695 Wonderland Rd. N, London, ON N6G 4W3 EcammX ek
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MOST CANADIANS STILL THINK CANADA IS ACCEPTING TOO MANY
IMMIGRANTS, AND MANY DON'T TRUST NEWCOMERS: POLL

The poll found that 57 per cent of immigrants also agree that there are
too many immigrants, while 60 per cent of non-immigrants feel that way

¢ Marina Santos Meireles
¢ National Post

Most Canadians believe the country
is admitting too many immigrants and
many do not trust the newcomers, new
polling shows.

Article content

The national Leger poll conducted for
the Association for Canadian Studies
and the Metropolis Institute found
that 62 per cent of people think that
the country is currently admitting too
many immigrants. That’s an increase of
four percentage points since pollsters
last asked the question in March 2025,
and more than double the number of
people who felt that way six years
ago. In the most recent poll, only 20
per cent disagreed and 19 per cent said
they don’t know.

The poll also asked Canadians if
they think immigrants can be trusted.
Only 42 per cent of Canadians said
immigrants can be trusted and that
number drops to 36 per cent when it
comes to refugees. The poll found
that 20 per cent of respondents think
immigrants cannot be trusted and
23 per cent said refugees cannot be
trusted.

“While most observers attribute the
persistent concern with the numbers
of refugees to economic concerns and
housing challenges, the survey looks
at the extent to which Canadians trust
immigrants and refugees and finds that
amongst those Canadians who feel that
there are too many immigrants, the
level of trust in refugees is especially
low,” says an analysis published
alongside the poll. It found that of the
people who think there are too many
people coming to Canada, only 32 per
cent trust immigrants, while 28 per
cent said they can’t be trusted. Only
24 per cent trust refugees, while 32 per
cent said they cannot be trusted.

“This may imply that concerns over
domestic intergroup tensions may be
a more important factor in concern
with levels than has been previously
acknowledged,” the analysis says.

Jack Jedwab, president and CEO of
the Association for Canadian Studies

and the Metropolis Institute, said
that he wanted to investigate what is
driving the pushback on immigration
levels, besides economic and housing
concerns.

What the data show about the state of
immigration in Canada since cuts were
announced
International immigration is still
driving Canada's population growth,
not the country's natural birthrate. But
even that impact is declining.
Emigration up, immigration down:
Trends  contributing to  slower
population growth, says StatCan
“We’re

to probe here

trying

whether Canadians do have security
concerns that are also driving some
of the reticence or hesitation about
immigration right now. My conclusion
is that that is the case,” said Jedwab.
“The point of the survey is, there is an
issue that we need to pay attention to.
If there is a security concern associated
with migration right now, it requires
some attention and a need to reassure
Canadians that our government and the
responsible departments are taking care
of those issues, are paying attention to
those issues if and when they arrive, or
where and when they may arise.”

The poll found that 57 per cent of
immigrants also agree that there are
too many immigrants, while 60 per
cent of non-immigrants feel that way.
Non-white people surveyed feel the
strongest, with 61 per cent agreeing
that there are too many immigrants,
compared to 58 per cent of white
people.

“That polarization is not based on
whether you are yourself an immigrant
or you are a minority, it’s not. It’s
transcending that,” said Jedwab. “So
the trust issue is a critical factor. It’s just
not defined by, as I said, your status as
an immigrant or non-immigrant or as a
minority. Those groups of people are
making observations to the same extent
across those markers of identity.”

Refugees are more likely to be trusted
by non-immigrants (38 per cent) than
immigrants (33 per cent). White people
are also more likely to trust refugees
(37 per cent) than non-white people
(33 per cent). They are most likely to
not be trusted by non-white people (28

per cent) compared to 22 per cent of
white people, 22 per cent of immigrants
and 23 per cent of non-immigrants.
Immigrants, however, are more likely
to be trusted by other immigrants and
non-white people (both at 53 per cent)
than by non-immigrants and white
people (40 per cent for each).

“The actual trust issues seem to
be really one that transcends those
categories. It’s not polarized in the
way some people envision it to be
polarized. It’s a lot more complex than
that,” said Jedwab.

“We’re seeing the degree of trust
expressed in refugees as especially
low. And particularly amongst those
people who think there are too many
immigrants, the trust of refugees is
low, lower than it is normally.”

The view that there are too many
immigrants entering Canada has

been constantly held by at least half
of Canadians since February 2024,
when 50 per cent of those polled
expressed that view. Even then, that
was an unusually high figure. In March
2019, just 35 per cent of those polled
said there were too many immigrants
coming to Canada.

“Whether you’re born in Canada or not

born in Canada, or whether you're a
minority or not, this issue around trust,
and the perceptions around the global
instability, is affecting our perspectives
around migration.” said Jedwab.

Across all age groups, the majority
of people feel that there are too many
immigrants coming into the country,
but young people are less likely to feel
that way. More than half (55 per cent)
of those aged 18 to 34 think there are
too many immigrants, compared to 65
per cent of 35 to 54 year olds and 63
per cent of those aged 55 and older.

In Atlantic Canada, 71 per cent of
respondents agreed that there were
too many newcomers. In Quebec and
Ontario, 63 per cent agreed, while in
Alberta 65 per cent said they feel that
way. Fifty-four per cent of respondents
in Manitoba and Saskatchewan agreed.
In British Columbia, 52 per cent of
respondents said there are too many
immigrants.

“It is important that we properly

understand what the factors are
underlying the reticence about
immigration. So that’s where the

importance ... is in trying to establish
what the concerns are, how significant
those concerns are, where those
concerns are coming from. And then,
on that basis, to determine how best
to address them rather than dismissing
them,” said Jedwab.

The online survey of 1,580 Canadian
adults was conducted by Leger for
the Association for Canadian Studies
between June 20 and 22. A margin of
error cannot be associated with a non-
probability sample in a panel survey
for comparison purposes. A probability
sample of 1,580 respondents would
have a margin of error of plus or minus
2.5 per cent, 19 times out of 20.
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AS PALESTINIAN STUDENTS AWAIT CANADIAN
VISAS, SOME ARE WELCOMED BY FRANCE

Advocacy group says some students are now withdrawing their Canadian applications

e Raffy Boudjikanian
e CBC News

Several Palestinian graduate students
awaiting visas to study in Canada have
been accepted by France in the last
two weeks, said a group of professors
advocating to bring them here.

The group says dozens of students

who received scholarships  or
admission letters from Canadian
universities have been stranded

as they face delays from Canada's
Immigration Department.

Palestinian Students and Scholars at
Risk (PSSAR) says the fact that some
of those students are on their way to
France — or have already arrived —
is a sign of the Canadian government's
neglect.

"We're happy that the [students]
actually got an opportunity," said
Ayman Oweida, a health science
professor at the Université de
Sherbrooke and chair of PSSAR.

"The heartbreak is that they did not
come to us, when we've really put
everything we can to have them come
here."

The students and professors began
publicly raising alarms over the delays
earlier this month.

At the time, Immigration, Refugees
and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) told
CBC News it does not have the ability
to conduct security clearance checks
— obtaining biometric information
such as photos and fingerprints — on
the ground in Gaza, making it harder
for Palestinians trying to enter Canada.

It also acknowledged there could be
delays for students who have already
left Gaza. It said visa processing
times can vary based on "whether an
application is complete, if IRCC has to
wait for additional information, how
easily IRCC can verify the information
provided and the complexity of an
application.”

'Dreams in Gaza destroyed'

Thab, a graduate student who just got
accepted into Centrale Méditerranée,
a university in Marseille, France, said
in an interview his first choice was the
University of Alberta.

"I applied for a visa application at the
IRCC, and I am waiting a long time,"
he said from Marseille.

CBC News has agreed not to disclose
TIhab's full name because he is worried
about the safety of loved ones who
remain in Gaza.

CBC News saw an admission
letter from the University of Alberta
accepting him into a master's program
in mechanical engineering last March,

to rubble in the ongoing war between
Israel and Hamas. The enclave no
longer has any active universities.

This professor once taught at Al-
Azhar University in Gaza City. He
returned to a campus in ruins
Palestinian students say visa delays
have stranded them despite admission
to Canadian schools

The Israeli Defence Forces said
they found weapons like rockets and
explosives at Al-Azhar, accusing

The Al-Azhar campus in Gaza was severely damaged during Israel's
military offensive. A graduate from that university had hoped to study
in Canada, but has now arrived in the south of France thanks to support
(from that country's government. (Dawoud Abu Alkas/Reuters

as well as a message from the IRCC
acknowledging his visa application
from mid-April.

lhab said he got no further
communication from Immigration
Canada, and applied to Méditerrannée
on June 1. An admission letter shows
he was accepted into the French
university's biomedical engineering
master's program on June 17.

His French visa was validated just
weeks later, on July 10.

Ihab said French authorities helped
him evacuate Gaza and conducted
biometrics tests in Jordan.

"I feel the government of France
makes a lot of effort,” he said, by
providing support to students and
contacting other organizations to
facilitate their arrival.

Ihab graduated with a bachelor's
degree in biomedical engineering
from Al-Azhar University in Gaza
City. That campus has been reduced

Hamas of using the facility to stage
attacks.

Ihab said he has friends who applied
to Canadian universities in early 2024,
and they have yet to leave the war
zone.

"They stay in Gaza, and their dreams
in Gaza destroyed," he said.

CBC News saw a similar series of
documents for another student, who
received an offer from the University
of Calgary in June 2024.

While the student was waiting for a
Canadian visa, they were accepted at
France's Université Grenoble Alpes
in November 2024 and obtained a
scholarship from France at the end of
May.

The student told PSSAR they
now intend to withdraw from the
University of Calgary. Three other
students have also informed the group
of their intentions to withdraw from
admissions to Canadian schools,

one stating they have already been
evacuated by France, and the other
two saying they have been offered
evacuation.

At the end of April, the French
newspaper Le Monde reported some
115 Palestinians, mostly university
scholarship recipients, had arrived in
France.

Nearly 900 Palestinians arrived
from Gaza

The Immigration Department did not
answer a direct question on whether or
not it is consulting with France on best
practices to get people out of Gaza.

It said in a statement that "as of July
8, more than 1,750 people who exited
Gaza have passed security screenings,"
gaining approval to come to Canada.
Of those, 864 have arrived.

However, advocates say these are
Palestinians who found their own way
out of Gaza to Egypt, with no help
from the Canadian government.

IRCC noted universities make
their decisions independently of the
department.

"However, all prospective
international students must meet the
requirements of Canada's immigration
system — including obtaining a letter
from a designated learning institution
and securing an approved study permit
— before they can travel to Canada."

According to a French government
website, visa applicants who live
in Gaza must make their requests
in Ramallah in the West Bank or
Jerusalem, due to the ongoing war.
France normally employs a third-
party organization, VFS Global, to
help applicants in Gaza.

Oweida said he was surprised how
the French government can leverage
its diplomatic relationship with Israel
to let Palestinians bound to France out
of Gaza, in comparison to Ottawa's
efforts.

"France has had a really critical
standpoint against Israel's ongoing
war in Gaza," he said. "Canada should
be able to do what France did."
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WHY THE BANK OF CANADA COULD BE DONE
CUTTING ITS POLICY RATE FOR NOW

¢ The Canadian Press

OTTAWA — The Bank of Canada
has largely kept to the sidelines as
it tries to get a sense of how U.S.
tariffs will impact the economy —
and some economists think it might
just stay there.

After a quarter-point cut in March,
the central bank held its benchmark
interest rate steady at 2.75 per cent
in April and June.

With last month’s jobs figures
showing a surprise gain and core
inflation levels holding steady at
around three per cent, economists
now broadly expect the central bank
will continue its holding pattern at
its next decision on July 30.

The central bank lowers its policy
rate when it wants to encourage
spending and boost the economy
but keeps borrowing costs elevated
when there are concerns inflation
could pick up steam.

Most economists expect the Bank
of Canada will deliver at least one
or two more quarter-point cuts in the
months ahead.

Lower rates would help shore up
the economy in the trade war, the
argument goes.

RBC is among a small group
making the case for no more interest
rate cuts from the Bank of Canada
for the time being.

Frances Donald, RBC’s chief
economist, said the central bank
could opt to cut again amid “pockets”
of weakness in the economy — a
soft housing market and a sharp
slowdown in tariff-struck sectors
like manufacturing, to name a few.

“On the flip side,” she said in an
interview, “it’s worth considering,
would Bank of Canada rate cuts
actually help what’s hurting the
Canadian economy?”

The policy rate is a broad tool that
affects every Canadian — and every
market — regardless of their need
for support, Donald noted.

That means that tariff-sensitive

Windsor, Ont., where the
unemployment rate now tops 11 per
cent, would see the same stimulus
from a rate cut as Victoria, B.C.,
where the jobless rate currently sits
at just 3.9 per cent.

“Rate cuts would probably be
inappropriate in an economy like
that,” Donald said.

Instead, RBC argues that markets
like Windsor need the precision
of fiscal policy support from the
government.

recession that will persist through
the rest of the year, also expects no
further interest rate cuts from the
central bank.

The firm said in an updated outlook
this week that while it expects job
losses to pick up steam in the months
ahead, it also sees inflation rising to
three per cent by mid-2026 thanks
to tariffs and related supply-chain
strain.

The Bank of Canada will want
to lean against any potential rise
in prices and will keep its policy
rate on hold even as the trade war

The Bank of Canada is seen in Ottawa, on Wednesday, April 16, 2025.
THE CANADIAN PRESS/Justin Tang

The Bank of Canada has already
delivered 2.25 percentage points of
interest rate cuts over the past year,
and that support is only now starting
to filter into the economy, Donald
said.

The central bank can now hand
the baton to the federal government
without having to provide much
more support for the economy,
she said, unless signs of a broader
downturn start to materialize.

Donald said RBC has a more
optimistic view of the economy than
some other forecasters, expecting
growth to pick up through the rest of
the year thanks to resilient consumer
spending and an expected rebound
in business confidence.

But Oxford Economics, which
expects Canada is already in a

stymies growth, Oxford Economics
argued.

Donald said that after inflation
surged overthe pandemic, consumers
are likely feeling ‘““scarred” as new
price pressures bubble up around
them.

“Canadians have been through a
very serious affordability crisis and
this is a Bank of Canada that’s likely
going to lean on the side of wanting
to prevent a second round,” she said.

BMO, meanwhile, has three more
interest rate cuts in its forecast
currently, with the final coming in
March of next year.

But BMO chief economist Doug
Porter acknowledged the arguments
are growing for fewer, if any, cuts.

“If you look at what the financial

markets are expecting, and they’re
often a very good judge, at this point
they’re really only looking for one
more cut,” he said in an interview
after Tuesday’s inflation release.

Porter said the federal government
is expected to rapidly ramp up
spending, particularly on defence
and infrastructure, in the coming
months, taking some of the pressure
off the Bank of Canada to cut rates.

Stephen Brown, deputy chief
North America economist at
Capital Economics, believes it’s
not reasonable to expect the central
bank is done cutting with the
unemployment rate holding near
seven per cent and the economy’s
output well below potential.

“I think it’s quite unlikely that
we’re in a position where the

economy doesn’t need any cuts at
all,” he said.

At 2.75 per cent, the Bank of
Canada’s benchmark interest rate
is at the middle of its so-called
“neutral range,” where monetary
policy is neither boosting nor stifling
economic growth.

Brown said he expects the policy
rate will likely drop to 2.25 per cent
before the central bank’s easing
cycle is done, giving the economy
some tailwinds through the trade
uncertainty.

Donald believes the Bank of
Canada is well positioned at the
middle of its neutral range — able to
pivot lower with a couple of interest
rate cuts as needed or keep rates
elevated if inflation proves stubborn
in the months ahead.

She said she doesn’t expect
interest rate hikes will be in the
cards anytime soon, but argues the
Bank of Canada maintains overall
flexibility by keeping its policy rate
on hold until the data tells it which
way to move.

“They could choose to stay at this
level for the next one to two years
waiting for the next shock, which
could go in one direction or the
next.”
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CANADIAN PERMANENT RESIDENTS WILL NOW HAVE
TO PAY 'VISA INTEGRITY FEE' TO ENTER U.S. HERE'S WHAT IT IS

e National Post Staff

Canadian permanent residents will
now have to pay «visa integrity fee> to
enter U.S. Here»s what it is

Included in the Trump
administration’s One Big Beautiful
Bill Act, which was recently enacted,
is a provision about some travellers
having to pay $250, a so-called “visa
integrity fee,” to enter the country.

The act includes a plan to secure
the U.S. border and gives Homeland
Security the resources it needs, per the
White House. It promises to provide
more funding for ICE agents, for
detention centres, as well as funds for
completing the U.S.’s border wall.

The visa integrity fee is meant to go
toward supporting “enforcement and
administrative efforts related to U.S.
visa policy and border security,” USA
Today reported.

Another travel policy that was
previously announced by the Trump
administration, the alien registration
requirement for foreigners, was later
updated to exempt most Canadians
from being fingerprinted. Currently, in
most cases, Canadians do not require
visitor, business, transit or other
visas to enter the United States from
Canada, according to the Canadian

federal government.

Here’s what to know so far.

Who must pay the visa integrity fee?

The visa integrity fee applies to “any
alien issued a nonimmigrant visa at
the time of such issuance,” according
to the act.

It must be paid in addition to any
other fee authorized by law. The fee is
currently set at $250, although it can
be increased, and will be adjusted for
inflation.

“Attaching an additional $250 fee has
the very real potential to significantly
reduce the number of people that can
afford to do that,” managing director
of programs and strategy at the
American Immigration Council Jorge
Loweree told USA Today.

“There are hundreds of thousands
of people who receive visas and
permission from the Department of
State to come to the U.S. every single
month temporarily.”

Do Canadians have to pay this fee?

In most cases, no. Canadian citizens
can usually stay in the U.S. for 6
months without a visa, but there are
some exceptions, which are listed on
the U.S. Department of State website.

However, permanent residents of
Canada do require a nonimmigrant
visa and will have to pay the fee.

Can the visa integrity fee be waived?

No. According to the bill, it will not
be waived or reduced.

However, the secretary of Homeland
Security can provide a reimbursement
if the person has complied with all of
the conditions of the nonimmigrant
visa. This means the person has not
tried to extend the period of admission
and has left the United States no later
than five days after the visa’s expiry.

A person can also be reimbursed if
they were granted an extension of
nonimmigrant status or if their status
changed to “a lawful permanent
resident.”

“The intent behind this refund
provision is to incentivize compliance
with U.S. immigration laws by treating
the $250 as a refundable security
deposit essentially rewarding
those who follow the rules,” lawyer
Steven Brown wrote online. Brown is
a partner at U.S. immigration law firm
Reddy Neumann Brown PC based in
Houston.

When will the visa integrity fee go
into effect?

Although the act has been signed
into law, it is not immediately clear
when the fee will be implemented.

In his blog post, Brown wrote there
was no effective date.

How will this affect travel to the
United States?

As well as the visa integrity fee,
there were also other fees included in
the act.

U.S. Travel Association President
and CEO Geoff Freeman issued a
statement to Congress, calling the
fees “foolish.”

“Raising fees on lawful international
visitors amounts to a self-imposed
tariff on one of our nation’s largest
exports: international travel
spending,” said Freeman.

“These fees are not reinvested in
improving the travel experience and
do nothing but discourage visitation
at a time when foreign travellers are
already concerned about the welcome
experience and high prices.”

Forbes reported that U.S. tourism
officials “argue that anything that
makes it more difficult or expensive
to visit the United States can be
a deterrent to large numbers of
visitors.” Tensions between the U.S.
and Canada are already high amid an
ongoing trade war and rhetoric about
Canada becoming the 51st state.

CANADIAN PASSPORT CONTINUES TO TOP US PASSPORT IN LATEST GLOBAL RANKING

e Janice Rodrigues
e CIC News

Global citizenship and residence
advisory firm Henley & Partners
has published its latest passport
index, with the Canadian passport
once again ranking among the
world’s top 10 most powerful travel
documents.

In the latest Henley Passport Index,
released 22 July, Canada ranks in
the eighth position, sharing the spot
with the UAE and Estonia.

The Henley Passport Index
uses exclusive information from
the International Air Transport
Association, and ranks passports
based on the number of destinations
their holders can visit without a
prior visa. As per the latest ranking,
Canadian passport holders can visit
184 countries, without prior visa.

How does Canada compare with
previous rankings?

The Canadian passport slipped

a position compared to January
2025 when it ranked in the seventh
place, and granted access to 188
destinations without prior visa.

Despite  this, the Canadian

passport continued to beat out
the US passport, which fell to the
10th position. When the Canadian
passport beat out the US passport
in January 2025, it marked the first
time since the company started
publishing the Index in 2006.

The US is now on the verge of
falling out of the top 10 passport
rankings altogether — for the first
time in the Index’s 20-year history.

What are the most powerful
passports in the world?

According to the latest Henley
Index, Singapore topped the chart,
offering its passport holders access
to 193 destinations.

Japan and South Korea tied in

second place, offering access to 190
countries.

There was a seven-way tie for
third-place  amongst European
nations Denmark, Finland, France,
Germany, Ireland, Italy, and Spain.
These countries offer their passport
holders visa-free access to 189
destinations.

Henley & Partners stated that India
has recorded the largest jump in
rankings over the past six months,
climbing from the 85th position to
the 77th position, by adding two
more destinations to its list of visa-
free destinations.

Saudi Arabia has made the biggest
gain in visa-free access, having
added four more destinations since
January.

On the flip side, the UK and the
US continue to follow a downward
trend, both dropping a spot since
January 2025.

The passports with the largest fall
over the last decade are Venezuela
(which dropped 15 positions),
followed by the US (down eight
positions), Vanuatu (six positions),
the UK (five) and Canada (four
spots).

About the Canadian passport

In addition to offering visa-free
or visa-on-arrival access to 184
countries, the Canadian passport
also streamlines re-entry into
Canada, making travel more
convenient and efficient.

Many Canadians acquire
citizenship automatically, either by
being born in Canada, or through
descent from Canadian parents.

Naturalized Canadian citizens, on

the other hand, must first become
permanent residents and reside
in Canada for at least three years
before being eligible to apply for
citizenship.
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POLL: CANADA IS ACCEPTING
TOO MANY IMMIGRANTS,

AND MANY CANADIANS DON’T TRUST NEWCOMERS
CANADIAN PERMANENT RESIDENTS WILL NOW HAVE
TO PAY "VISA INTEGRITY FEE' TO ENTER U.S. HERE'S WHAT IT IS

LONDON NDP MPPS SEEK ACCOUNTABILITY
AFTER HEALTH CARE FRAUD CLAIMS

LONDON - London NDP MPPs
Teresa Armstrong (London—
Fanshawe), Terence Kernaghan
(London North Centre), and
Peggy Sattler (London West) are
sounding the alarm to ensure that
public health care dollars must be
used to deliver public health care,
and are calling for transparency
and accountability following
troubling allegations involving
London Health Sciences Centre
(LHSC).

Reports alleging that $60 million
dollars in public funds may have
been fraudulently misused by
individuals in positions of trust
are raising serious concerns for
Londoners who depend on a
strong, publicly funded health
care system.

“People in our community
are rightfully concerned,” said
Armstrong. “What matters most
is ensuring that trust in our public
health care system is maintained
and that every dollar is spent
where it’s needed most.”

“Public trust is the foundation

of our health care system,” said
Kernaghan. “Londoners have a
right to know that their health care
dollars are going where they’re
supposed to, whether that be into
patient care, staff, and hospital
services. These allegations are
serious, and we expect and
demand full accountability.”
“This is a severe breach of trust,”
said Sattler. “Every public dollar
meant for health care must be
protected and used to support
patients. Like many Londoners,
I’'m also looking for answers.
We’ll be following this story
closely as more details become
available.”

The MPPs reiterated their support
for both LHSC’s health -care
workers and patients recognizing
the essential role this hospital plays
in delivering care to Londoners.
The Ontario NDP are calling for
transparency, accountability, and
safeguards to ensure that funding
is used to deliver care, and only to
deliver care.
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