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IANRREALTY| L L AUTO SALE Mon-Fri 9-7, Sat 10-3

[51 9)668 -';551
Fax :(519)672-5145 1-290 Adelaide st. 8

Bus :(519)672-9880 . p ' 1464 Adelaide St N.
ﬁ":- Emall.:susankadray@royallepage.ca mﬂg’;‘;' o § uall ‘-%"'u London, ON N5X 1K4
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CLrllhEd Mechanic
FRED MOTORS -

Free Delivery

Cell: (519)615-1381
FLU SHOT AVAILABLE

"Merit Group

INSURANCE & FINAMCIAL SERVICES
Moe Faragalla

s Auto Repair - Safety Inspection T 519.657.5500
ﬂ:ﬁiﬁfﬁ‘ | Loveiass 7 o5 400 5000
www.madanitires.ca I T TSRy | moe-faragalla@meritgroup.ca
] % Pine -| T Sedan. DN NGK 309 https:/fwww.meritgroup.cal
280 Adeliade St. South, London, ON N5Z 3L1 B AR | 750 11y do Park Road % London, Ontario  NGH 382
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Contact us today & book a free
15-minute initial consultaion.

We irness Pharmacy 519 850-5454
Clinic:- 519-850-7117

and impatiality.
www.uptownguardian.com

4-2175 Richmond St., London, ON N6G 3V9
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ACCIDENTS&WORK INJURIES
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Hands on

HEALTH Q13R85

Centre

OUR SERVICES

 NECK PAIN

 SHOULDER PAIN

 LOW BACK PAIN

 ARM PAIN

e ANKLE PAIN

 HEADACHE

* TINGLING

 STIFFNESS

* FATIGUE

 ALL PAIN
MANAGMENT

WHY CHOOSE US?

Direct Billing

Motor Vehicle Accidents

WSIB Work Related Injuries

Sports Injuries

Pre and post operative procedures
Concussion Managment

Extended evening & weekend hours
Treatment with modern methods

Contact Us
519.645.4963

SIX LOCATIONS TO SERVE YOU IN
LONDON, MISSISSAUGA, WINDSOR AND BRANTFORD
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Dr.WasanTaki D.D.S.,B.D.S.

General Family Dentistry
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Tel: 519-649-7773 B e g AR Rk Sl

TALA DENTAL

WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS

COMPLETE —
FAMILY CARE b
¥ ,

* Root Canals

* White Fillings

* Crowns, Bridges ) (5 9)64443

* Wisdom Teeth TALADENTAL.CA
* Dentures 89 Wharncliffe Rd N, London, ON N6H

SUNWAY DENTAL

WELCOME TO OUR CLINIC IN MISSISSAUGA

oun 3ERV|CE3 ) - Ay ». Digital Technology

® Orthodontics i = Advanced Medical Equipment

* Restorations 5 New Patients Welcome

®* Preventive Care M First Consultation
* Teeth Whitening ‘

905-569-7773

* 3015 Winston Churchill Blvd. Mississauga, ON. L5L 2V8 *
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Barrister, Solicitor and Notary Public

495 Richmond St. Suite 840 London, Ont. N6A 549
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dentalclinic

YOUR CHILD'S DENTAL HEALTH
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OUR SERVICES

@ Implants & Surgical Extractions.

Laser Gum Treatment.

@ Lumineers - Veneers. Porcelain Crowns.

® Snap-On Smile. Root Canal - Fillings.

O 000

@ Ortho - Invisalign. Professional Teeth Whitening.

We warmly welcome new patients

L5
DR. SOMAYA EID

B519.667.0777 (BDS, DDS, MSc)

& Associates

reception@eiddentalclinic.ca
www.eiddentalclinic.ca
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Round Up

We don’t send spam. You can unsubscribe anytime.

Join 800+ newcomers who get the Round Up

\
\
\

' London & Middlesex Local Immigrantion Partnership
Funded by: Financé par :
I o Immigration, Refugees Immigration, Réfugiés Uloxe .ﬂLJ»&}U b’“’mb La G“*‘!
g and Citizenship Canada et Citovenneté Canada Scan here to subscribe for free.

(( Cedar Auto

Buy, Sell, Trade all kinds of used cars Al | Dy letniad | £ gt} At I hihtinss 19 ) i g At
Prices that suit all budgets S el S st i s
Financing all credits Ao laidY) wadigl) I i Sy

ol (a3 3lsd el Jams fobuadt p5aid  TEL:z 519-652-1100

For info call owner Kamal Ahmed Zebian or sales associate Hussein Aldahwi

2170 Wharncliffe Rd S. London, ON NG6P 1P8 www.cedarauto.ca
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Ziyad Rashid Ali

Is registered as a person authorized to

solemnize marriage in the Province of Ontario
Egyptian Community Centre of Ontario

Reg. No. 71424 S| 0y
Issued 16/10/2019 R

Deputy Registrar General
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Western

Driving Academy

Ministry-Approved Beginner Driver Education
Course Provider Road Safety

Through
Education

® 25 hrs. of In-Class Sessions

® 10 hrs. of In-Car Lessons

® G1 & G2 Road Test Preparation
® City & Freeway Driving

(519)471-3187

785 Wonderland Rd. South. London, ON N6K 1M&
www.westerndrivingacademy.com
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Ayman Khattar
Presid

Proud Supporter
of Our Community
For Over 20 Years
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Office Hours:

Mon-Fri 9am-5pm
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SALEH ALATHAMENA
Certified Translator AR>EN, EN>AR

(by the Association of Translators and Interpreters of
Ontario (ATIO) https://atio.on.ca/paupress/profile/5706/view/

39 Ranchwood Crescent, London, ON, N6G 3A1
Phone (519) 701-2756 or (519) 702-6456 E-mail alathamena@rogers.com
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Restorative Dentistry
Cosmetic Dentistry
Impacted Wisdom teeth with moderate sedation
Implants, Crowns and Bridges

Teeth Whitening
Emergency dental Care
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WE ACCEPT

DENTAL INSURANCE
CANADIAN DENTAL CARE PLAN
DIRECT BILLING

Mgzedl due NSyl A4 (e Y9!
Dr. Khaled Abdel-Gawad Dr. Ali Nabavieh

SOUTHDALE

DENTAL OFFICE

Saturday Appointments Available
New Patients and Emergencies Welcome

519 - 686 - 4867

553 Southdale Road East, Unit# 104 London, ON NGE 1A2
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Dr. Kathy Watad
Author . Ph.D. Education
Certified Life Coach (CCF)

Services . CECS
London, ON

@ dr.kathywkh@gmail.com

€ www.drkathy.ca
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Coaching & Educational Consulting

(519) 694-3186

you deserve.

one firm: Siskinds LLP.
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Contact Rasha for a free initial consultation
if you have been seriously injured.

Rasha El-Tawil is an experienced personal injury lawyer
with a reputation for strong advocacy, compassion and
results. Fluent in Arabic, Rasha can provide legal services
in both Arabic and English. As part of a large team of
lawyers and staff who are dedicated to personal injury law,
Rasha can provide the knowledge, care and compensation

With over 90 lawyers who work in an extensive range of
practice areas, Rasha can help you get the legal services
you need for your business and your personal life, all within

SISKINDS | The law firm

Jo ghall LIy dpaladll
Apad il llay) o gild
Rasha El-Tawil, Partner
Personal Injury Law

rasha@siskinds.com
519.660.7712

siskinds.com/rasha
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% Pond Mills Medical
| ol

% PHARMACY

* Make Pond Mills Medical Pharmacy your
neigbourhood pharmacy.
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* Come speak to Pharmacists Mike and Paul,
then see the extensive selection of vitamins

and herbal products at low prices. Mllad Bosta Alaigd et

* The Staff are friendly, caring and respectful it § 3 it i et 5
of your needs and health concerns. y e
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Monday-Friday: _9:00 a.m.- 7 p.m. 519-649-1414
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Phillbrook Walk-in Clinic SPHILLBROOK -

105-1599 Adelaide St. N. London, ON N5X 4E8 P H ARM ACY
519-433-2891 & CLINIC

Northland Walk-in Clinic

112-1251 Huron St., London, ON N5Y 4V1

519-204-2444

NORTHIAND PHARMACY

& CLINIC

Riverbend Walk-in Clinic
2-1866 Oxford St. W, London ON N6K 0J8 & RIVERBEND @

519-657-1919
== Proudfoot Walk-in Clinic

P RO U D FOOT 4-524 Oxford St. W. London, ON N6H 1T5

PHARMAGY=&GLINIC P

Wilkins Walk-in Clinic — JWiKiis Pharmacy & Clinic
5-699 Wilkins St. London, ON N6C 5C8 _ N\ T

(226) 665-2616 18 e
HYDE PARK CARE Hyde Park Walk-in Clinic

B S AN 28 % AC@ @ 2-1109 Hyde Park Rd. London, ON N6H 5K6
& CLINIC B 519-474-0996
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NEW CANADA STUDENT LOAN FORGIVENESS
APPLICATIONS OPENED MARCH 16

* Sidak Singh Dhanoa Sidak
¢ Canada News

Teachers, social workers, and eight
other professions can now apply for
up to $30,000 in federal student loan
forgiveness starting March 16, 2026.

The Government of Canada
expanded the Canada Student Loan
Forgiveness program to include 10
new occupations effective December
31, 2025.

Online applications through the
National Student Loans Service
Centre will begin processing on
March 16, 2026.

Paper applications submitted before

this date will also begin processing
at that time.

This expansion represents one
of the most significant changes

to federal student debt relief in
Canadian history, with an estimated
7,968 borrowers benefiting in the
first year alone.

By 2034-2035, up to 19,025
borrowers per year could receive
loan forgiveness through this
expanded program.

The program targets professionals
working in communities with
populations of 30,000 or fewer,
which represents approximately
11.2 million Canadians or about
30% of the national population.

The 10 New Professions Now
Eligible For Loan Forgiveness

These ten professions join family
doctors and nurses who have been
eligible for loan forgiveness since
2013.

Profession Maximum Forgiveness Work Requirement
! Teachers $30,000 over 5 years 10 months consecutive (schools)

Social Workers $30,000 over 5 years 10m consecutive (schools) or 12 months
Psychologists $30,000 over 5 years 10M consecutive (schools) or 12 months
Early Childhood Educators ~ $15,000 over 5 years 10m consecutive (schools) or 12 months
Dentists $30,000 over 5 years 12 months

Dental Hygienists $30,000 over 5 years 12 months

Pharmacists $30,000 over 5 years 12 months

Midwives $30,000 over 5 years 12 months

Physiotherapists $30,000 over 5 years 12 months

Personal Support Workers $30,000 over 5 years 12 months

For comparison, family doctors remain eligible
for up to $60,000 over five years, while nurses
and nurse practitioners can receive up to $30,000.

The  government increased  maximum
forgiveness amounts by 50% in previous years,
demonstrating ongoing commitment to reducing
barriers for healthcare and education professionals
in underserved areas.

The forgiveness applies only to the federal
portion of your Canada Student Loan.

Community Population Region Notes

Belleville 29,597 Eastern Ontario Just under threshold
Peterborough 28,065 Central Ontario University town

North Bay 26,349 Northern Ontario Regional centre
Timmins 25,123 Northern Ontario Mining community
Sault Ste. Marie 23,456 Northern Ontario Border city

Cornwall 22,789 Eastern Ontario Bilingual community
Kenora 9,721 Northwestern Ontario Remote regional hub
Kapuskasing 7,654 Northern Ontario Pulp and paper town
Sioux Lookout 5,336 Northwestern Ontario Healthcare hub for remote communities
Hearst 4,567 Northern Ontario Francophone community

Provincial student loans, private student loans,
and lines of credit converted from student loans
are not eligible for this federal program.

If you have both federal and provincial student
loan debt, contact your provincial student aid
office to inquire about separate provincial
forgiveness programs that may be available.

Eligible communities are defined as population
centres with 30,000 people or fewer, or rural areas

Major cities like Toronto, Ottawa, Hamilton, and London do not qualify due to their population size.
However, many surrounding communities and towns within commuting distance of these cities do meet the threshold

outside population centres.

This definition significantly expands the number
of eligible communities compared to the previous
more restrictive criteria.

Ontario Eligible Communities

Ontario has the largest number of eligible
professionals given its population, with
approximately 5 million people living in eligible
communities.

-——"'—l
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LONDON-AREA JOBLESS RATE HIGHEST
IN DECADE OUTSIDE PANDEMIC YEARS

London’s unemployment rate edged up again in February
after the local economy shed thousands of jobs for a second straight month.

¢ Jonathan Juha
e Postmedia

The London area has the highest

unemployment rate among big
Canadian  cities after losing
thousands of jobs for a second
straight month, the latest snapshot
of the labour market shows.

After losing about 5,000 positions
in January alone, the London area
shed another 3,100 jobs in February,
Statistics Canada reported Friday.

The latest job losses pushed the
unemployment rate for the London
area — which also includes St.
Thomas, Strathroy and portions of
Elgin and Middlesex counties — to
8.8 per cent, up from 8.2 per cent in
January.

At 8.8 per cent — the highest jobless
rate for London over the past decade,
excluding the COVID-19 pandemic
years — the city’s unemployment
rate is above both the provincial and
national rates, which stood at 7.6 per
cent and 6.7 per cent, respectively.

It’s also the second-highest among
41 census metropolitan areas
included in the monthly job report,
behind only Belleville-Quinte West,
whose population is much smaller
than London’s.

The city’s troubling ranking
is directly tied to the economic
turmoil caused by the ongoing
trade war between Canada and the
United States, which has shaken
the country’s economy and whose
effects will continue to reverberate
in the short and medium term, said
Audra Bowlus, a Western University
economics professor.

“I think, originally, people hoped
that this would be temporary and
that we would be able to negotiate
our way out of this trade problem,”
she said.

“But the trade situation does not
really seem to be resolving itself,
so that’s no longer a short-term
obstacle, right? So you have to think
a little longer term about how you’re
dealing as a city that’s being hit by
some of these tariffs, and that means
diversification and trying to still

report, for instance, are in southern
Ontario, the heart of the province’s
manufacturing sector.

Kitchener-Cambridge-Waterloo,
Barrie, Oshawa and Windsor, for
instance, were all in the country’s
top 10, each with jobless rates above
eight per cent.

London region unemployment hits
five-year high after January job
losses

“That’s a function of how
vulnerable southwestern Ontario is
to these trade disruptions and the

The downtown London, Ont. skyline as seen from Richmond Street near
the city's northern boundary on Feb. 1, 2025. (Alessio Donnini/CBC News)

provide investment opportunities
for companies to come into your city

. even though it is hard and now
harder.”

London Mayor Josh Morgan
echoed similar concerns, saying the
ongoing trade dispute is having an
outsized impact on this part of the
province.

Most of the cities with the highest
unemployment rates in Friday’s

uncertainty that is being caused
and that is paralyzing job growth
and investment in our part of the
country,” Morgan said.

Morgan said he has been in
communication  with  mayors
across the region to advocate for
commitments from the provincial
and federal governments to
infrastructure spending in
southwestern Ontario as a way to

soften the economic blow. But he
added only a renegotiation of the
Canada-U.S.-Mexico free trade
agreement, also known as CUSMA,
has the potential to restore stability
to the local market. A review of
the deal is now underway, with a
deadline for an agreement under
trade rules set for mid-year.

“The best possible thing for the
southwestern Ontario region 1is
a return to a stable, normalized
trading relationship across the North
American market,” Morgan said.
“Returning certainty to the market
is what’s going to return investment
in jobs to the market, first and
foremost.”

More short-term pain, however, is
likely for the Canadian economy as
the ripple effects of the war in Iran
become clearer in the months to
come, Bowlus said.

While oil-producing provinces
such as Alberta may benefit from
higher petroleum prices, higher gas
prices will likely reduce consumers’
spending power and affect other
sectors of the economy, she said.

“Right now, when you fill up your
car, that is less money for you to
buy something else, right? People
did not set aside money for this to
happen, so this is a big shock, and it’s
going to impact consumer spending.
So this will have a trickle-down
effect that will be very different for
different parts of the country, and,
unfortunately for Ontario and for
London, that is not going to be good
for us.”

jjuha@postmedia.com

Albilad =

albilad@gmail.com

To advertise, Please call Ziyad Ali (519)777-1391
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 40

* Candidates with  work
experience in transport
occupations, including
pilots, aircraft mechanics and
inspectors

* Highly skilled foreign
military applicants recruited
by the Canadian Armed Forces
in key roles such as military

doctors, nurses and pilots

Immigration, Refugees and
Citizenship Canada will
continue holding invitation

rounds to select candidates
with strong French skills and
those with work experience in
the following categories that
were in place in 2025:

* Health care and social
services, such as nurse
practitioners, dentists,
pharmacists, psychologists and
chiropractors

* Trades, such as carpenters,
plumbers and machinists

The Honourable Lena Metlege

TERESA ARMSTRONG

Diab, Minister of Immigration,
Refugees and Citizenship said:
“Canada’s future depends on
a workforce ready to meet
the challenges of a changing
economy. By refining Express
Entry to focus on the skills our
communities truly need, we
are strengthening our labour
market, supporting provincial
priorities and ensuring
newcomers can contribute
from day one.”

MPP London-Fanshawe

Quick facts

* Immigration accounts for
almost 100% of Canada’s
labour force growth, helping to
address labour shortages in key
sectors.

* Express Entry is Canada’s

flagship application
management system for
those seeking to immigrate
permanently  through  the

155 Clarke Rd. London, ON N5W 5C9

Tel: (519) 668-1104
Fax: (519) 668-1941

Email: tarmstrong-co@ndp.on.ca

www.teresaarmstrong.com

Federal Skilled Worker
Program, the Federal Skilled
Trades Program, the Canadian
Experience Class and a portion
of the Provincial Nominee
Program.

* The first round for foreign
medical doctors with Canadian
work experience will be in
the coming days. Canadian
Experience Class draws
continued through early 2026
to prioritize candidates already
contributing  to Canada’s
economy. So did draws for the
French-proficiency category.

* Canada is working to
attract and retain the best
talent to our country. Today’s
announcement  builds on
important work to strengthen
Canada’s economic resilience
through targeted measures
for medical doctors, graduate
students and researchers, as
well as Canada’s Defence
Industrial Strategy.
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CANADA EXPANDS LICENSING REQUIREMENTS
FOR INTERNATIONALLY TRAINED LAWYERS

« CIC

Foreign-trained lawyers must now
meet additional requirements to
become accredited in common-law
jurisdictions* in Canada.

AsofMarch 1,2026, Canada’s National
Committee on Accreditation (NCA)**
has added two additional requirements
for foreign-trained lawyers to become
accredited in Canadian common-law
jurisdictions—these are:

Mandatory language screening; and

A stand-alone Indigenous Law and
Peoples knowledge requirement.

Foreign-trained lawyers will still be
required to meet all other accreditation
requirements outlined by the NCA to be
certified to practice in Canada.

This article will cover the ways in
which international lawyers can meet
these two new requirements.

*Common law jurisdiction in Canada
covers all provinces and territories in
Canada (for most legal practice) except
for Quebec.

**The NCA is the official Canadian
body that assesses the legal education

and professional experience  of
individuals who gained their credentials
outside Canada, or in a Canadian civil
law program.

Language screening requirements
All applicants to the NCA for
credential assessment must complete
an NCA language screening before the
organization can issue an assessment
decision, unless they qualify for
an exemption by providing a valid
accepted language test. Test results used
for exemption must be less than two
years old when submitted to the NCA.

Each applicant gets one attempt at the
screening.

The new language screening is required
not only for first-time applications but
also for applicants whose credentials
are not initially recognized and who
ask the NCA to review their file after
completing additional legal studies.
This means even some people who
applied before March 1 could still be
affected.

For English, the screening is a
proctored Versant English Placement
Test, included in the assessment fee,
with a minimum score of 61 overall

needed.

For French, the NCA says it does not

yet have a French screening tool, so
applicants choosing French currently
must complete one of the approved
French tests at NCA expense. If an
applicant does not meet the screening
standard, they can still continue, but
they must pass one of the accepted
full language tests before receiving the
Certificate of Qualification.

The accepted full language tests
and minimums in the March 2026
interpretive statement are given below:

English Tests

CELPIP-General 9 in each band;
IELTS General 7 in each band; and
PTE Core

Reading 78, Writing 88, Listening 82,
Speaking 84.

French Tests

Under the pre-March 2026 policy,
applicants were treated as meeting the
language requirement if their qualifying
law degree was taught in English or
French and earned in a country where
that language is official; only applicants

who did not meet that rule had to later
provide a recognized language test.

Indigenous Law and Peoples requirement
This new requirement now mandates
that all applicants to the NCA who
wish to have their credentials assessed
complete a stand-alone course to
“demonstrate competence in Indigenous
Law and Peoples”.
The 2026 manual added a new section
10.5, requiring applicants to understand:
The history and legacy of residential
schools;
UNDRIP;
Aboriginal-Crown relations;
Doctrines like Discovery and terra
nullius; and

Systemic  discrimination  against
Indigenous  women, girls, and
2SLGBTQQIA people.

The NCA says this requirement can
be met through a Canadian Centre for
Professional Legal Education (CPLED)
module or an NCA-approved course at
a recognized Canadian law school.

The NCA describes the CPLED
Indigenous Peoples and the Law option
as a six-week, fully online, self-directed
course developed for internationally
trained lawyers

TERENCE KERNAGHAN )ltlo S e i

MPP LONDON NORTH CENTRE

) gt | il 3 el

(= = = ]

fh

Dntarm

TEL: (519) 432-7339

FAX: (519) 432-0613

#105 -400 York St. (facing Colborne)
London, ON N6B 3N2
TKernaghan-CO@ndp.on.ca
TERENCEKERNAGHAN.CA




Albilad Nl

Issue 289 April 2026

|38

MID-EAST CRISIS SET TO SPIKE FOOD INFLATION

e Sylvain Charlebois - Dalhousie
University

The conflict in the Middle East could
soon show up on your grocery bills.

The reason is simple: the Strait of
Hormuz moves a huge share of the
world’s oil, natural gas and fertilizer,
and any disruption there quickly raises
the cost of producing and transporting
food.

The Strait, a narrow waterway between
Iran, the United Arab Emirates and
Oman, is one of the most important
shipping routes of the global economy.
Roughly 20 per cent of global oil supply,
23 per cent of natural gas, and about 30
per cent of global chemical fertilizers
move through that corridor each year.

Even countries that produce their own
energy, such as Canada, are affected
because global oil prices are set in
international markets.

Unlike Russia’s illegal invasion of
Ukraine four years ago—when markets
worried about access to wheat and
grains—this conflict is about the cost of
energy and producing food.

Fertilizer markets are particularly
vulnerable. The Middle East is a major
exporter of urea and ammonia, both
critical for global crop production. Any
sustained disruption will push input
costs higher.

Shipping through the Strait has largely
halted. Cargo operators are wary, and
insurers are raising war-risk premiums.
When insurance disappears, ships often
do too.

Canadian farmers try to shield
themselves from volatility by pre-
buying inputs months ahead. But they
are not fully protected. Some fertilizer
is locked in early, but other purchases
remain exposed to global price swings.
Diesel is the real wild card, because
it powers farm machinery, long-haul
trucking, rail transport and much of the
equipment used in food processing and
distribution.

Energy markets have already reacted.
Oil is up about 13 per cent. Natural
gas prices in some regions have
jumped 30 per cent. Diesel prices are
climbing between eight and 13 per cent.
Agricultural commodities—wheat,
soybeans, milk—are edging upward,
but markets are not panicking.

If diesel were to spike 25 per cent
under a prolonged Iran conflict scenario,
the effect on food inflation could be
noticeable. Canada’s industrial carbon
price applies to large emitters such as
energy producers, heavy industry and
major transport networks and will rise
from $95 last year to $110 per tonne this
year.

Dalhousie  University’s  Agri-Food
Analytics Lab models suggest this
combination could add 04 to 0.7
percentage points to national food
inflation by May or June. That may not
sound dramatic. But every percentage
point of food inflation translates into
roughly $150 to $200 more in annual
food spending for the average Canadian
household. Fresh produce and meat
would likely feel the pressure most.

And Canadians are already
under strain. According to the
latest data from Statistics
Canada, food prices are
currently rising at 7.3
per cent year over year,
far above the country’s
overall inflation rate of
about 2.3 per cent.

Fuel used across the food

system, from farm equipment to trucks,
rail and processing facilities, is also
subject to other levies, including federal
excise taxes, provincial fuel taxes, and
sales taxes such as GST or HST applied
to fuel purchases. Despite exemptions,
these levies still increase transactional
costs for everyone involved in food
distribution in Canada.

Individually, these costs may appear
manageable. But together they
compound.

Still, energy shocks alone rarely drive
long-term food inflation. Exchange
rates, labour costs, and global
commodity markets typically matter
far more. What matters most now is
duration.

If the conflict fades quickly, the market
impact will likely remain limited. If it
drags on, costs will ripple
through global supply
chains.

CANADA’S AUTO EXPORTS
JUST FELL TO A MULTI-YEAR LOW

¢ Luca Caruso-Moro

Canada’s exports of motor vehicles
and parts fell 21.2 per cent to $5.4
billion in January, the lowest level
since September 2021.

That’s according to  Statistics
Canada, which released its January
merchandise trade data on Thursday.
The report noted passenger cars and
light trucks saw the largest decline in
exports, logging a decline of 32.5 per
cent.

Vehicle model changes were
to blame for prolonged seasonal
production stoppages in January,
Statistics Canada added, which
affected light trucks and passenger
vehicles “strongly.”

While exporters of aircraft and
transport equipment and parts saw a
record year in 2025, they marked a
sluggish January resulting in a 16 per
cent drop.

U.S. trade

Canada did export about four per

cent more energy products in January
than the month before. That’s due in
part to a deep winter chill affecting
much of the U.S., driving up demand
for Canadian national gas.

Overall trade with the U.S. decreased
3.8 per cent in January. Imports fell,
too, by 3.4 per cent.

Following arecord high in December,
Canada’s exports to countries other
than the U.S. were down 6.5 per cent.

“The decline was mostly due to
lower shipments of unwrought gold
to the United Kingdom,” reads the
January report.

PEGGY SATTLER

MPP London West

Thank you London West
for putting your trust in me

community office
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Phone: 519-657-3120 Fax: 519-657-0368
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LONDON-AREA JOBLESS RATE HIGHEST IN DECADE OUTSIDE PANDEMIC YEARS

NEW CANADA STUDENT LOAN FORGIVENESS
APPLICATIONS OPENED MARCH 16

CANADA PRIORITIZES TOP TALENT IN 2026

IMMIGRATION EXPRESS ENTRY CATEGORIES

e Immigration, and

Citizenship Canada

Refugees

Ottawa—Canada is taking back control to
return immigration to sustainable levels,
while ensuring it continues to support the
economy. As global competition for skilled
workers intensifies, Canada’s immigration
system is focused on attracting and
retaining highly skilled immigrants

through the International Talent Attraction
Strategy.

Today, the Honourable Lena Metlege
Diab, Minister of Immigration, Refugees
and Citizenship, announced the 2026
categories under the Express Entry system.
This allows Canada to invite candidates
with the skills and experience needed to
fill critical labour gaps in key sectors and

occupations.

In addition to a new category for foreign

medical doctors with Canadian work
experience, Canada will introduce new
categories for:

* Researchers and senior managers with
Canadian work experience

CONTINUED ON PAGE 36

LONDON (NDP) MEMBERS OF PROVINCIAL PARLIAMENT

THANK YOU

The New Democratic Party (NDP) Members of
Provincial Parliament — Teresa Armstrong, Peggy
Sattler, and Terence Kernaghan — invited a number
of activists from various community associations
and social organizations in the City of London to an
Iftar dinner at the Islamic Centre.

Really, this is an initiative that deserves our
immediate attention and appreciation...

This is exactly how an elected Member of
Provincial Parliament (or municipal councillor)
should engage and communicate with their
constituents and voters.

The reality is that the NDP MPPs distinguish
themselves through their ongoing communication

with their voters and community. They do not
disappear after the elections, only to reappear when
the next election campaign begins, as others often
do. They are constantly present — not only at events
organized by Canadian Muslims, but at activities
and events involving all components of Canadian
society. This is something we have observed and
witnessed firsthand as a newspaper that has been
published in London for a quarter of a century and
has been following the activities of the city’s MPPs.

This initiative of inviting people to a Ramadan
Iftar made us feel, as Dr. Munir Elkassem, the
Imam of the Centre, said, “that we are guests in our
own home.” The generous hosts were the group of

MPPs, whose short speeches made us feel that they
stand with us as we live through these blessed days
— the days of the noble month of Ramadan.

Thank you, Teresa Armstrong, Peggy Sattler and
Terence Kernaghan.

Thank you for sharing a beautiful Ramadan day
with us.

And special thanks to Ms. Nadine Abi Raad, the
Executive Assistant of MPP Terence Kernaghan
office, who acted as a true hostess — standing and
welcoming the guests with the care and warmth of
a lady of the house honouring her visitors...

From Al-Bilad newspaper, which has known you
for many years. Thank you



